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I .   TECHNICAL  NOTES 

A.   Def in  i  t  ions 

A  1 i ve  b  i  rth  is  the  complete  expulsion  or  extraction  from  its 
mother  of  a  product  of  conception,  irrespective  of  the  duration  of  preg- 
nancy, which,  after  such  separation,  breathes  or  shows  any  other  evidence 
of  life,  such  as  beating  of  the  heart,  pulsation  of  the  umbilical  cord, 
or  any  definite  movement  of  voluntary  muscles,  whether  or  not  the  umbil- 
ical cord  has  been  cut  or  the  placenta  is  attached.   (Definition  adopted 
by  the  World  Health  Organization  in  1950.) 

An  i 1 legi  t  imate  b  i  rth  is  one  which  occurs  to  a  woman  who  has 
never  been  legally  married  or  who  has  been  widowed  or  legally  divorced 
from  her  husband  in  excess  of  280  days. 

A  premature  bi  rth  is  defined  as  a  live  born  infant  weighing 
2500  grams  (5  pounds,  8  ounces)  or  less  at  birth,  regardless  of  the  peri- 
od of  gestation.   (Birth  weight  index  recommended  by  the  Expert  Group  on 
Prematurity  of  the  World  Health  Organization,  1950.) 

Bi  rth  order  is  the  sum  of  all  previous  deliveries  (live  births 
and  fetal  deaths)  plus  the  present  delivery. 

A  fetal  death  is  death  prior  to  the  complete  expulsion  or  extrac- 
tion from  its  mother  of  a  product  of  human  conception,  irrespective  of  the 
duration  of  pregnancy,  as  indicated  by  the  fact  that  after  such  expulsion 
or  extraction  the  fetus  does  not  breathe  or  show  any  evidence  of  life,  such 


as  beating  of  the  heart,  pulsation  of  the  umbilical  cord,  or  definite  move- 
ment of  voluntary  muscles.   (Definition  adopted  by  the  World  Health  Organi- 
zation in  1950.)   Consistent  with  North  Carolina  law,  this  report  includes 
only  fetal  deaths  which  do  not  qualify  as  therapeutic  abortions  and  which 
result  from  pregnancies  of  20  or  more  weeks  duration. 

Age  of  mother  Is  reported  age  in  completed  years  at  last  birthday. 

A  death  is  defined  as  the  permanent  disappearance  of  any  evidence 
of  life  at  any  time  after  live  birth.   This  definition  excludes  fetal  deaths 

A  neonatal  death  is  death  of  a  1 i ve  born  ch i Id  under  28  days  of 
age. 

An  infant  death  is  defined  as  death  of  a  live  born  infant  under 
one  year  of  age. 

B.  Residence  Allocation 

Vital  events  in  this  report  are  allocated  to  the  place  of  resi- 
dence regardless  of  the  place  of  occurrence.   In  the  case  of  a  birth  or 
fetal  death,  residence  is  the  usual  residence  of  the  mother.   Deaths  are 
allocated  to  the  residence  of  the  deceased. 

C.  Census  Tract  Allocation 


Further  allocation  of  residence  on  births,  deaths  and  fetal 
deaths  is  made  to  census  tract.   The  assignment  of  census  tract  codes  is 
done  through  the  use  of  manuals:   1)  Mecklenburg   County   Census   Tract  Street 
Index,    2)  Mecklenburg  County   Census   Tract  Rural  Routes,    and  3)  A  Listing 
of  Streets.      Coding  of  the  vital  events  as  to  census  tract  is  done  by  the 


Mecklenburg  County  Health  Department  staff  and  personnel  in  the  Vital  Records 
Section  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

In  the  tables  tabulated  by  census  tract,  the  percent  of  untracted 
events  in  1971  ranged  from  0.8  for  total  live  births  to  1.5  for  illegitimate 
live  births.   The  percent  of  untracted  events  in  1972  ranged  from  0.8  for 
total  live  births  to  2.6  for  total  infant  deaths.   The  untracted  events 
occurred  to  Mecklenburg  County  residents  whose  street  addresses  were  either 
unavailable  or  too  incomplete  to  assign  to  a  census  tract. 

A  map  depicting  the  codes  and  boundary  symbols  for  each  census 
tract  is  shown  on  page  *» . 

D.   Race  or  Color  Allocation 


In  Tables  1-3  and  6-8,  two  broad  categories,  "white"  and  "nonwhite," 
are  used.   In  Tables  b ,  5,  9  and  10,  the  nonwhite  category  is  broken  down 
into  the  categories,  "Negro,"  "American  Indian,"  and  "Other."  The  "Other" 
category  includes  such  groups  as  Chinese,  Japanese,  Hawaiians,  etc.   For 
births  and  fetal  deaths,  where  one  parent  is  classified  as  white  and  the 
other  nonwhite,  the  child  is  classified  as  nonwhite. 

E.   Completeness  of  Registration  of  Vital  Events 

Frequency  counts  in  this  report  are  based  on  vital  events  registered 
in  the  North  Carolina  State  Office  of  Vital  Statistics  prior  to  April  1  of 
the  year  following  the  event.   Those  filed  subsequently  are  considered  negli- 
gible for  statistical  purposes. 
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